Family physicians' attitudes toward death and the terminally-ill patient.
Family physicians often experience a continuing relationship with the terminally-ill patient. Like other physicians, they may experience difficulty in these relationships. We surveyed 441 family physicians practicing in South Carolina to determine their personal attitudes toward death, and their feelings and reactions toward terminally-ill patients and their families. Physicians aged 50 years and older had a significantly more positive attitude toward death than did physicians aged 25-34 years (p less than .05). In addition, more positive attitudes were present in physicians who had a strong religious orientation (p less than .002) or had received some death education instruction in medical school (p less than .002). The study suggests that the basic concepts of death and dying should be included in medical school curricula. In addition, a medical education series offering practitioners an opportunity to express their feelings about this topic might also be beneficial.